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asms 60th anniVersarY celebrateD in 
baltimore 
Immediate Past President Seth Thaller, MD

This year marked the 60th anniversary of the American Society of 
Maxillofacial Surgeons, which was celebrated at the PS2007 Annual 
Meeting in Baltimore.  ASMS commemorated the 60th anniversary 
with a display outside Session A which highlighted membership 
benefi ts as well as historical archive photos and artifacts.  
Additionally, ASMS 60th anniversary lapel pins were provided to 
ASMS member attendees. 

ASMS, along with ASPS and PSEF, sponsored the pre-conference 
symposium entitled Complications of Craniomaxillofacial 
Surgery and Facial Aesthetic Surgery, which was well attended.  
This symposium featured lectures on diffi cult complications and 
problems in craniomaxillofacial and aesthetic facial surgery, with 
an emphasis on how to treat problems as they occur and how to 
avoid them initially. Throughout the course of the PS2007, the 
Craniomaxillofacial Program Track featured numerous educational 
sessions on a variety of subjects of interest to all members.

The ASMS Board of Trustees Dinner was held on October 26th at 
the Mount Vernon Club, sponsored by KCI, and hosted by Dr. and 
Mrs. William Crawley (see page 4).  The dinner was attended by 
the ASMS Board of Trustees, outstanding members and corporate 
partners.  The dinner was an opportunity to acknowledge all of 
our corporate partners for 2007 including Synthes CMF; Merck & 
Co., Inc.; KLS-Martin, L.P.; Biomet Microfi xation; Stryker; KCI; 
Medical Modeling; and SLACK.  It was also an opportunity to 
acknowledge outstanding member sponsors:  Douglas Ousterhout, 
MD; and Kenneth E. Salyer, MD.  Outstanding member 
contributions were recognized - the ASMS Honorary Award 
recipient was Raymond R. Kauffman, MD; the ASMS Lifetime 
Achievement Award recipient was Henry Kawamoto, MD; the 
ASMS Presidential Honorary Award recipients were Arthur Ship, 
MD, and Maurice Jurkiewicz, MD; and the ASMS Distinguished 
Service Award recipients were William Crawley, MD, and John 
Persing, MD.

remarKs of seth r. thaller, mD, DmD
oPening ceremonY, Ps2007
october 27, 2007
baltimore, mD

Thank you for allowing me to serve as President 
of ASMS this past year.  What a joy it has been to 
lead a society dedicated to the service of others. 

ASMS has had an excellent year.  Thanks to the work of those 
leaders who came before me, and our current board and committee 
members, we are solvent, relevant and responsive.  

From our Basic Maxillofacial course to our Hyperguide, we are 
employing the latest in technology to help you keep up with 
the latest techniques in plastic surgery.  From videos to blogs 
to chat rooms, the ASMS website enables you to talk to your 
colleagues, share your ideas and view the educational offerings...all 
conveniently from the comfort of your offi ce.  ASMS continues to 
serve you well.

But that is not what I want to talk about this afternoon.  
You already know of these and other accomplishments from 
exploring our website and reading our journals and publications.  I 
am confi dent you know the value of ASMS to you in your practice 
because our ranks are increasing and our fi nances remain strong. 

“What ASMS has done for you lately” is not the title of my remarks 
today.   To borrow from the late President Kennedy, my challenge 
is: “What have you done for plastic surgery?”  

I need a show of hands here... How many of you remember the 
name of your fi rst grade teacher?  I thought you would.  Mine was 
Miss Jaffe at P.S. 119 in Brooklyn.  Your fi rst grade teacher casts 
a long shadow.  Not only teaches you the Three Rs, but also draws 
you in to education.  And if you are lucky, gives you a thirst to learn 
more and sends you down a pathway to life-long learning.

My question-my challenge-to you is:  Who will remember you?  
Who will credit you for drawing them to plastic surgery?  To a 
rewarding and satisfying life of service to others and the joy that 
comes from doing something that changes someone’s life?

Like many of you, it was my father who drew me to medicine.  Jack 
Thaller was a dentist for more than fi fty years and for many of them, 
also a professor at NYU.  I loved to visit him at his offi ce.  Now, I 
admit it wasn’t the dentistry that drew me.  
It was the illustrations in the pile of texts and journals on his 
table.  To look at a picture of someone with a big oral cancer and, 
then after reconstructive surgery, a second picture showing them 
normal...that was so impressive.  That was for me.

Later, Berish Strauch and Michael Lewin at Einstein, along with 
Henry Kawamoto and Harvey Zarem at UCLA, nourished that 
interest, drawing-mentoring--me in to craniofacial plastic surgery.
Today, I fear we are not replenishing the ranks of our mentors.   And 
I fear we are on the brink of not attracting the best and the brightest 
to medicine and to plastic surgery.  From Wall Street to Main Street, 
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eDitor’s message
By Robert Havlik, MD

The American Society of Maxillofacial Surgeons 
continues its brisk march forward!  As the curtain 
closed on the meeting in Baltimore, it was evident 
what a great year 2007 has been for this Society and 
its members.  The Society has found renewed vigor, 
and the momentum has truly begun to build!  There 
are multiple initiatives that are currently underway that seemed 
unlikely, if not impossible, just a few short years ago.

The ASMS Basic Course has been completely rejuvenated and 
the new format continues to be well received. The adoption of set 
dates on a semi-annual format, and the rotation between Chicago 
(centrally) and the two coasts, has allowed participants a framework 
in which to plan their educational activities.  The Basic Course has 
begun to live up to its potential as a critical core educational tool.  
The attendance has been very strong at all recent courses.

The ASMS has recently launched a “Cleft Refresher Course”, 
designed to update established practitioner’s skills with the latest in 
cleft lip repair techniques.  The initial course was well attended and 
well received.

The Society has also launched Hyperguide this year.  Hyperguide 
is an on-line educational tool that provides a modular educational 
format in a web-based medium.  Hyperguide is instantly accessible 
to all ASMS members and provides up-to-date educational 
materials, as well as eligibility for up to 20 CME credits per year.  It 
is easy to use, and it is outlined in this issue of MaxFace News in 
the article by Dr. Mimis Cohen.

The Visiting Professor program is available for a second year, with 
fi ve visiting professors available to provide expertise and education 
throughout the year.  This year’s ASMS Visiting Professors 
include Drs. Ronald P. Gruber, Douglas Ousterhout, Geoffrey L. 
Robb, Kenneth E. Salyer, and S. Anthony Wolfe.  Our thanks to 
these individuals for making their expertise available, and their 
willingness to travel to institutions throughout the country, and to 
Stryker for their fi nancial support to make the program possible.

The ASMS continues it strong support of research, and several 
grants were awarded at the Annual Meeting.  In addition, both 
international and national scholars were recognized with the 
International Scholarships and the CRANIO scholarships, 
respectively.   The recipients of these grants and scholarships are 
reported on page 6.  Our congratulations to all of the recipients, 
and our profound thanks to the sponsors that made these awards 
possible.

In October, the ASMS provided a day of lectures on the state-of-
the art in management of facial trauma at the American College of 
Surgeons in New Orleans.

In addition to these educational initiatives, the Society is starting to 
coordinate its’ early efforts for the fi ve year CPT-RUC review.  A 
key issue identifi ed by members was the reimbursement situation 
for reconstructive procedures.  This is a complex issue that requires 
a multi-faceted approach.  The CPT-RUC fi ve year review is one 
means by which the ASMS can attempt to reach fair compensation 
for the highly skilled services that its’ members provide.  Dr. 
Kevin Kelly and Dr. Vic Lewis will help spearhead this effort and 
coordinate the approach.  Please do your part to participate in the 
time sUrVeY data review when you are asked, and please read 
the article by Dr. Kelly in this issue. 2007 was a very good year for 
ASMS! We all should thank Dr. Seth Thaller for his leadership and 
his sheer hard work during the year and at the same time welcome 
Dr. Andrew Wexler into the Presidency. I would like to call your 
attention to Dr. Fred Menick’s recent comments, included below for 
your review.  

The Society continues to build momentum with our members, our 
corporate sponsors, and our educational initiatives.  2008 promises 
to be a very good year!

maXillofacial news
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and promoting the highest level of patient care.
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remarKs from a fellow asms 
member:

I just received the Maxillofacial News and must compliment you 
on a very informative and pertinent President's letter.  I have been a 
member for quite a while - primarily because I respect the con-
tributions of other members and because of my interest in facial 
reconstruction.  However, all the functions and good work that the 
society performs are easy to miss.  To the general plastic surgeons, 
it may appear as "that other group" who have a "day" at the annual 
meeting and, in all other aspects, it is just lost in the general ASPS 
meeting and is indistinguishable from it - for all the good and bad-  
i.e. the Maxillofacial Society gets no credit.  I enjoyed learning of 
the history and all the good work you are doing.  Many others are 
probably in the dark, as I was.  The society needs to separate itself 
and make the world aware of all the good work being done and the 
opportunity it provides to learn from.  

Thank you  
This was a very informative issue for me.

frederick J. menick m.D.
tucson, aZ



PresiDent’s message
By Andrew Wexler, MD

artists in facial restoration

As the new President of our society I have a 
simple vision for our future. asms will be the 
preeminent society for surgical excellence 
and educational content in facial restoration. 
both our medical colleagues and our patients will recognize our 
members as the premier surgeons for facial restoration. 

I use the words “facial restoration” because it encompasses both the 
reconstructive and aesthetic aspects of our practices. Beauty may 
be skin deep but ugly goes to bone and the surgeons of ASMS are 
uniquely qualifi ed to deal with all aspects of facial reconstruction 
and the aesthetic end results. Over the next year our leadership will 
focus on four important areas and their interrelationships to achieve 
this vision:  Education, Membership, Income and Branding.

education: 
Education has always been the core value of our society. As a 
society it is us who maintains and promotes the core skill set and 
historic concepts of what it means to be a plastic surgeon. We repair 
the children with facial deformity. We repair the shattered faces 
from trauma. We restore the aesthetic harmony to faces changed by 
both incident and time. In doing so, in the words of Tagliacosi we 
“buoy the spirit of the affl icted.”  Our educational programs will 
continue to promote research, fund scholarships, and teach the next 
generation of plastic surgeons the skills that maintain our reputation 
for excellence in surgery of the facial structure. It is our educational 
programs that increase our visibility and build our membership. It is 
our educational programs that generate income by both the tuition 
from the courses and the generous corporate support that helps fund 
them. 

membership:
We will continue to reach out to young plastic surgeons to join our 
organization. The basic course continues to grow in strength and 
will reach over half of all graduating residents. With the increasing 
numbers of women entering Plastic Surgery we will make a special 
effort to encourage their participation and leadership so that they 
understand that we are not an “old boys club” that specializes in 
facial carpentry, a guy’s thing to do. 

The greater our membership the greater our visibility. The greater 
our visibility the greater our potential for membership. The 
membership equation is simple. The more members we have the 
more dues we collect, the more money we have to promote our 
programs, which encourages increased membership.

income:
Our two major sources of income are membership dues and 
corporate grants. Currently our corporate grants exceed the income 
we get from membership dues and this is an unstable position for 
our society.  Corporate grants often change as the economy changes 
and we must be able to maintain our programs in the future even 
if our corporate support decreases.  We cannot afford to have our 
members ignore their dues. The bottom line is always the same, “no 
margin no mission”. 

branding:
Over the past 10 years our ASMS leadership has concentrated 
on resuscitating our society from the critical care unit. We have 
accomplished this. Today as a result of the efforts of our dedicated 
past Presidents and boards we are today a vigorous society with 
a sound fi nancial base, an increasing membership and expanding 
educational program. We now stand ready to raise our profi le as a 
society and establish our preeminence and expertise with both our 
patients and fellow physicians and surgeons. To accomplish this we 
will embark upon a marketing and branding program fi rst to fellow 
plastic surgeons and then to our patients. Branding adds value to 

our membership in several important ways. First it increases the 
patients and referring physician’s awareness of our members and 
their special expertise. This will increase patient referrals to our 
members. By increasing the prestige of our society and its members 
we will encourage new membership and additional income 
revenues. Increasing our member numbers and visibility will bring 
value to the corporations who associate with us and encourage 
additional corporate support.

Branding our society will establish an esprit de corps with in our 
membership. Over the years many of us have formed our closest 
friendships with in this society. Our past President John Pershing 
expressed it best on accepting his honorary award this year. He said, 
of all the Plastic Surgery organizations he belongs to, the members 
of the ASMS are his soul mates, those professional friends for 
whom he has the most affection. Increasing our visibility requires 
the participation of all our members. Each of us must advertise 
our association with our organization. Our members include 
some of the foremost names in Plastic surgery today. When they 
wear our ties, when they include our logo in their lectures and on 
their communications, it increases our prestige and encourages 
membership and corporate association. I ask each of our members 
to take pride in their membership in the ASMS. Each member 
will have our logo sent as a JPEG for him or her to use. Each new 
member will receive our tie or pin. I ask each of you to use our logo 
and to wear our tie or pin. I ask each of you to participate in your 
society via our committees and educational programs. I encourage 
you to call me or our other offi cers to get involved. 

The ASMS represents the historic core values of Plastic Surgery. 
Our members are the artists in facial restoration. 
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Continued from 60th Anniversary on page 1

At the Opening Ceremony on October 27th, ASMS 2006-2007 
President Seth Thaller, MD, presented remarks challenging those 
present to be “shadow casters” for the plastic surgery profession.  
(see page 1).  Attendees enjoyed a night at Camden Yards 
immediately following the Opening Ceremony.

On October 28th the ASMS Board of Trustees and Past Presidents 
presented the Merck Scholarship Awards to 15 residents at the 
National Museum of Dentistry reception (see page 8).  The 
following Merck Scholars were recognized:  Jason Altman, MD; 
Guy Cappuccino, MD; Mimi Chao, MD; Joyce Chen, MD; Frank 
Ciminello, MD; Brent Egeland, MD; Roy Foo, MD; Patrick 
Garvey, MD; Eric Odessey, MD; Jason Pomerantz, MD; Thomas 
Scholz, MD; Melissa Smith, MD; Brinda Thimmappa, MD; Nicolas 
Villanustre, MD; and Raj Vyas, MD.

On October 29th, Jim Ferraro, MD delivered the ASMS Kazanjian 
Lecture, in which he spoke of his personal battle with the Hepatitis 
C virus and his subsequent liver transplant.  A. Joseph Tector, MD 
joined Dr. Ferraro during the Kazanjian Lecture and spoke about Dr. 
Ferraro’s liver transplant procedure.  

This lecture was followed by the ASMS and Synthes CMF 
Maxillofacial Research Grant Awards - the following recipients 
were recognized:  John A. van Aalst, MD, MA (Bernd Spiessl 
Award); Alexander C. Allori, MD, MPH; Joyce C. Chen, MD; 
Andreas Groeger, MD; Catherine K. Huang, MD; Christopher R. 
Spock, MD; Peter J. Taub, MD (see page 6). 

Through the support of Synthes CMF, the Best Paper Award and 
Best Clinical Paper Award recipients were recognized during 
Session A: Best Paper, Scientifi c Category recipient was Derrick 
C. Wan, MD; Best Paper, Clinical Category recipient was James 
P. Bradley, MD; Best Clinical Paper (Investigator under 40 yrs.) 
recipient was Rian Maercks, MD (see page 6).

Through the support and sponsorship of Biomet Microfi xation 
and the World Craniofacial Foundation, the following individuals 
were awarded ASMS International Scholarships:  Peter Chanwoo 
Kim, MD (Korea); Tahmeed ullah, MD (Pakistan); Ahmed A. M. 
Nawres, MD (Iraq); and Syed Altaf Hussain, MD (India).  CRANIO 
Scholarships were awarded to Aaron Mason, MD, University 
of Texas (San Antonio); and Stephen Warren, MD, New York 
University (see page 6).  The CRANIO Fellowship is supported by 
Dr. Douglas Ousterhout.

The ASMS Business Luncheon and Annual Business Meeting 
took place at noon later that day.  Dr. Seth Thaller gave a detailed 
picture of the successes and activities of the ASMS in the past year, 

including the Hyperguide, Cleft Refresher Course, Merck Scholars, 
Visiting Professor Program, Committee Mentorship program to 
assist and guide committee chairs, corporate support, and the Basic 
Course.   Dr. Gosain reviewed the current fi nancial picture of the 
ASMS as well as the budget for the upcoming year.  Dr. Vasconez’s 
membership report included names of new members (see listing 
on page 10).  Dr. Kevin Kelly discussed the success of the 2007 
pre-conference symposium, which had 142 attendees.  Dr. Andrew 
Wexler unveiled new initiatives to take place during his tenure as 
President, including a focus on enhancing the ASMS brand and 
marketing efforts.  

The ASMS Presidential Reception was held at the Walter’s Art 
Museum, which was sponsored by KLS-Martin L.P. and hosted by 
Dr. and Mrs. Seth Thaller.  Over 200 guests enjoyed a string quartet 
and superb cuisine while visiting with colleagues.

The ASMS Presidential gavel exchange from Dr. Seth Thaller to 
Dr. Andrew Wexler took place on October 30th.  This event was 
followed by the ASPS/PSEF/ASMS Presidential Dinner masked 
ball with an elaborate production that included a very entertaining 
rendition of the Wizard of Oz, with ASMS Outgoing President Dr. 
Seth Thaller portraying the Wizard.  

The 2007-2008 ASMS Board of Trustees met on October 31st to 
discuss in further detail initiatives and objectives for the upcoming 
year.

Dr. James Ferraro is recognized 
for Kazanjian Lecture Dr. A. Joseph Tector presents 

during Kazanjian Lecture

Dr. James Ferraro is recognized Dr. James Ferraro is recognized Dr. James Ferraro is recognized Dr. James Ferraro is recognized 
for Kazanjian Lecturefor Kazanjian Lecture Dr. A. Joseph Tector presents Dr. A. Joseph Tector presents 

Dr. James Ferraro is recognized Dr. James Ferraro is recognized 

2006-2007 asms boarD of trUstees:

From left to right:  Henry 
C. Vasconez, MD; Craig R. 

Dufresne, MD; Joseph Losee, 
MD; Stephen B. Baker, MD; 
Mimis Cohen, MD; Robert 

J. Havlik, MD; Seth Thaller, 
MD; Warren Schubert, MD; 

Andrew Wexler, MD; Steven R. 
Buchman, MD; Kevin Kelly, 

MD; Arun Gosain, MD. 

Local Host Dr. and 
Mrs. William Crawley

Local Host Dr. and Local Host Dr. and 

Pre-dinner ReceptionPre-dinner ReceptionPre-dinner Reception

BOT Dinner Entertainment

Dr. Andrew Wexler presents outgoing 
president award to Dr. Seth Thaller

Mrs. William CrawleyMrs. William Crawley

Dr. Andrew Wexler presents outgoing Dr. Andrew Wexler presents outgoing Dr. Andrew Wexler presents outgoing Dr. Andrew Wexler presents outgoing 



asms DistingUisheD serVice awarD:

asms PresiDential honorarY awarD:

asms lifetime achieVement awarD:

asms honorarY awarD:

Synthes CMF,
Steve Murray

KLS-Martin L.P., Mike Teague 
and Jeff Ashbury

Synthes CMF,Synthes CMF, KLS-Martin L.P., Mike Teague KLS-Martin L.P., Mike Teague 

Biomet Microfi xation,
Aaron Lepper

Biomet Microfi xation,Biomet Microfi xation, KCI, Wayne ZefeldtKCI, Wayne ZefeldtKCI, Wayne Zefeldt

Medical Modeling,
Andrew Christensen

World Craniofacial Foundation, 
Kenneth Sayler, MD

William Crawley, MD, DDSWilliam Crawley, MD, DDSWilliam Crawley, MD, DDS John Persing, MDJohn Persing, MDJohn Persing, MD

Arthur Ship, MD, DMD

Henry Kawamoto, MD, DDS

Raymond R. Kauffman, MD, 
DDS, FACS

recognition of asms corPorate Partners

recognition of asms member sPonsor



Seth Thaller, MD, ASMS President 2006-2007, 
shares ASMS highlights from the past year.

Seth Thaller, MD, ASMS President 2006-2007, Seth Thaller, MD, ASMS President 2006-2007, 

asms bUsiness lUncheon:

asms scholars awarD & reciPients

Andrew Wexler, MD, ASMS 
President 2007-2008, 
shares his vision for 

ASMS in the coming year.  

Andrew Wexler, MD, ASMS Andrew Wexler, MD, ASMS Andrew Wexler, MD (left), and 
Seth Thaller, MD (right), recognize 

outgoing ASMS Manager Peggy 
Reilly (center) for her years of 

service.  

Andrew Wexler, MD (left), and Andrew Wexler, MD (left), and 

ASMS Research Grant Recipients; 
grants provided 

through the sponsorship of 
Synthes CMF

ASMS Research Grant Recipients; ASMS Research Grant Recipients; 

ASMS Best Paper Awards; grants 
provided through the sponsorship 
of Synthes CMF: Clinical 
Category, James P. Bradley, 
MD (left recipient): Scientifi c 
Category, Derrick C. Wan, MD 
(not shown); Best Clinical Paper 
for investigators under 40, Rian 
Maercks, MD (right recipient); 
fl anked by Bill Hoffman, MD (left); 
Seth Thaller, MD (right); and Steve 
Murray of Synthes CMF (far right).

ASMS 2007 International Scholars; supported by 
Biomet Microfi xation & The World Craniofacial 
Foundation; Tahmeed ullah, MD, Pakistan (left 

recipient); Peter Chanwoo Kim, MD, Korea (center 
recipient); Ahmed A. M. Nawres, MD, Iraq (right 
recipient); fl anked by Arun Gosain, MD, (left) and 

Seth Thaller, MD (right).

2007 CRANIO Fellow Aaron 
Mason, MD (center); fl anked by 
Arun Gosain, MD (left) and Seth 

Thaller, MD (right).

2007 CRANIO Fellow Stephen 
Warren, MD (center); fl anked by 
Arun Gosain, MD (left) and Seth 

Thaller, MD, (right).

2007 CRANIO Fellow Aaron 2007 CRANIO Fellow Aaron 2007 CRANIO Fellow Stephen 2007 CRANIO Fellow Stephen 

Plastic sUrgerY hYPergUiDe
By Mimis Cohen, MD

A major initiative of the ASMS to expand it’s educational 
objective is the Plastic Surgery Hyperguide. Launched in 
October 2007, the Hyperguide is a free, password-protected 
website sponsored by Vindico Medical Education, supported by 
an unrestricted educational grant from Stryker, and endorsed by 
the ASMS.  The site provides a unique, user-friendly opportunity 
for surgeons to earn CME credits.  It features topic areas called 
modules, which include Craniofacial Trauma and Congenital: 
Cleft/Craniofacial.  Each module contains tutorials, which are 
narratives describing clinical topics. Test questions, surgical 
video, and lectures will be incorporated as the site progresses.  
Please log on to the Hyperguide website at: 
http://www.plasticsurgery.hyperguides.com; if you are in need of 
an access code, you can obtain one from the registration page of 
the website.
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ceremonial gaVel eXchange:

PresiDential Dinner/masKeD ball:

Seth Thaller, MD, 
turns ASMS Presidential gavel 

over to Andrew Wexler, MD

Andrew Wexler, MD, recognizes 
Seth Thaller, MD for his service as 

ASMS President this past year.

Dr. Geri Wexler, and Mrs. Pat 
Thaller, were recognized for their 

support to ASMS

Seth Thaller, MD, ASMS Immediate 
Past President hands over his 

“Wizard of Oz” hat to Incoming 
President Andrew Wexler, MD

Dr. Geri Wexler, and 
Dr. Andrew Wexler

Seth Thaller, MD, Seth Thaller, MD, Andrew Wexler, MD, recognizes Andrew Wexler, MD, recognizes 

Continued from Remarks from Seth Thaller, MD on page 1

young people are succumbing to the lure of law and big business, 
intrigued by the high profi le titans of industry and technology.  
Heaven knows I don’t see the allure of Donald Trump or Bill 
Gates...They do not stir my soul but for many of our youth today, 
they are role models.

So, the challenge I issue is:  be a mentor, a shadow caster.  Let’s not 
lose this next generation of the best and brightest to the ranks of The 
Donald and his unrelenting pursuit of the almighty dollar.

We’ve already begun to take on the challenge at ASMS.   Last 
year we added the position of “mentor” to each of our standing 
committees.   We appointed younger members as committee chairs, 
which gave them leadership opportunities while drawing on the 
expertise and wisdom of ASMS veterans in the mentor slots.

We are also doing it with the Basic Maxillofacial Course.  Chairs 
at Plastic Surgery Departments around the country can select two 
deserving medical students to attend and actively participate in our 
twice-annual program.  If we can interest and involve them early, 
they will commit and contribute to ASMS for a lifetime.

While we are working on the national level, you can contribute 
locally.  You can mentor in your offi ce, in your state and regional 
medical societies and in your local communities.  

And the benefi ts are two-way.  I live in Miami, and our Miami-Dade 
Plastic Surgery society invited medical students to our quarterly 
meetings and-even smarter-invited their input.  They told us they 
wanted help and guidance from veteran physicians.  

And we listened at ASMS board meetings when our young members 
echoed a similar plea, which led to our Visiting Professor Program.  
The plastic surgeon comes to their residency program to sit down 
with these young physicians to answer their questions and offer the 
benefi t of their experience, one-on-one and in informal groups.

Outreach is so critical to successful recruitment and replenishment 
of our ranks.  When my children, Lexi and Cody, were in grade 
school, I took an armload of scrubs, masks and booties, and a bunch 
of bananas and sutures to Gulliver Elementary.  We sutured those 
banana skins and the kids loved it.   Their teacher tells me they 
still talk about the day the doctor gave them a taste of medicine.  
Maybe my visits will whet their appetites to explore the possibility 
of a career in plastic surgery.   Consider volunteering to represent 
medicine at your local schools for career day or speaking to science 
classes about the role medicine can play in their futures.  Or 
consider opening your offi ce to students for mini-internships, letting 
them shadow you for a day.  Or you might think about offering high 
school internships.

When you open your doors, you open their minds to what an 
exciting, fulfi lling life they can enjoy in plastic surgery.  It takes so 
little of your time and the potential return is immeasurable.

We lost my father last year.  He was nearly ninety.  I knew he was 
respected by his colleagues and his patients.  But it was at his service 
that I truly realized how respected he was.  How much he had meant to 
them.  Former students, second and third generation patients came up to 
tell me the impact my dad had on their lives.  They liked him because 
he took an interest in them.  He cared.  

I challenge you today to emulate those who cared for you, who 
mentored you.  My colleagues... I challenge you to be a shadow caster 
for our profession.  Thank you.
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worDs from the asms 2007-2008 
PresiDent elect
By Kevin Kelly, MD, DDS

Dear asms member,

This year we are going to start a very aggressive 
effort to increase the RVU values on facial trauma 
reimbursement.  We are evaluating the current system which was 
last studied in the early 80’s.  Much of this was evaluated prior to 
the plate and screw fi xation period.  While plate and screw fi xation 
has given us much better results than cranial suspension wires and 
external fi xation devices, it also signifi cantly increased the amount 
of time committed to doing these operations and taking care of these 
patients.  

Our effort will be concentrating on the fact that a much longer 
operative time is necessary to do some of these fractures due to 
the amount of exposure necessary and also the additional cost for 
hardware.  Many of you who still do facial trauma will be asked 
to fi ll out surveys to evaluate the amount of time that you commit 
to facial trauma cases in the future.  I just want to reemphasize 
the fact that our goal is not to try to shorten the amount of time 
or sound heroic in that we can do a facial fracture in a very short 
period of time but it is actually to come up with a realistic allocation 
of the amount of time that it takes to do different fractures such as 
mandibular fractures, mid face fractures, orbital fractures or pan 
facial fractures.  As the pre-op and post op care are also part of this 
treatment, it is extremely important to consider that in the amount 
of time that you are spending in caring for these patients.  Please 
consider the evaluation of the injury and the post operative care, 
whether it be in the ICU or on the fl oor in the weeks after the initial 
repair.  All this needs to be incorporated into the evaluation of time 
allocated for these patients.  While many of us sometimes have a 
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tendency to feel heroic or even in our own minds try to indicate 
that we are very fast surgeons and the amount of time that we spend 
on these is not very great, I think it is extremely important for 
reimbursement to make sure that we have a realistic assessment of 
the time allocated to treating these patients.  

I want to thank all of you ahead of time for your help in this matter.  
When you obtain surveys, it is important that they be returned right 
away.  There is only a very short period of time that these CPT 
codes can be changed and a very long time before the opportunity 
presents itself again to increase RVU values.  Your help is greatly 
appreciated and I look forward to working with all of you on these 
important surveys in the future.

Best Wishes, 
Kevin J. Kelly, mD, DDs 
associate Professor, Dept of Plastic surgery 
Director, craniofacial surgery center 
Director, Pediatric Plastic surgery 
Vanderbilt University medical center 



JanUarY 4-6, 2008
asms basic maxillofacial Principles and techniques for  
Plastic and reconstructive surgeons
Stanford University
Palo Alto, CA
Local Host: Sabine Girod, MD

JanUarY 6, 2008
refresher course on cleft lip and Palate surgery for  
Plastic surgeons interested in Participating in  
medical mission trips
Stanford University
Palo Alto, CA
Sponsor: Smile Train

march 29, 2008
refresher course on cleft lip and Palate surgery for  
Plastic surgeons interested in Participating in 
medical mission trips
ASPS Executive Office
Arlington Heights, IL 
Sponsor: Smile Train

Biomet Microfixation
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Dr. Douglas ousterhout
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ethicon
$5,000 ASMS Basic Maxillofacial Principles & Techniques  
 Course (Miami)

Kci
$8,000 ASMS Board of Trustees Dinner

Kls-martin, l.P.
$25,000 ASMS Basic Maxillofacial Principles & Techniques  
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$10,000 ASMS Presidential Reception
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mentor
$5,000 ASMS Basic Maxillofacial Principles & Techniques  
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merck
$30,000 ASMS Resident Scholarships
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stryker
$25,000 ASMS Visiting Professor Program
In-Kind Stryker provided an unrestricted educational grant   
 through SLACK to support the ASMS    
 Hyperguide Project

synthes cmf  
$25,000  ASMS Basic Maxillofacial Principles & Techniques  
 Course (Philadelphia)
$38,000 ASMS Research Grant Awards
$2,000 ASMS Best Paper Awards
$5,000 ASMS Young Investigator Award

world craniofacial foundation
$6,500 ASMS International Scholar Program

aUgUst 22-24, 2008
asms basic maxillofacial Principles and techniques for Plastic 
and reconstructive surgeons
Northwestern University
Chicago, IL 
Local Host: Victor Lewis, MD

october 31, 2008
asms/Psef Pre-conference symposium
Lecture Title: TBD
Chicago, IL 
Chair: Mimis Cohen, MD

october 31-noVember 4, 2008
asms/asPs/Psef annual meeting
Chicago, IL

asms calenDar of UPcoming meetings anD eVents 2008

asms is gratefUl to the following inDiViDUals anD corPorations for their  
generoUs sUPPort this Past Year!


